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PARALLEL ION MASS AND ION MOBILITY
ANALYSIS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application is a continuation of Ser. No.
13/792,043 that is a continuation in part of U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 12/764,808, filed on Apr. 21, 2010, and claims
the benefit of and priority to corresponding United Sates
Provisional Patent Application No. 61/609,297, filed Mar. 10,
2012, which is a continuation in part of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 11/776,392, filed on Jul. 11, 2007, and claims the
benefit of and priority to corresponding U.S. Provisional
Patent Application No. 61/171,447, filed Apr. 21, 2009
respectively, the entire content of these cross-referenced
applications is herein incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Most analytical instruments have been developed to be
used as individual units for analysis of a sample. Some of
these individual units have been combined to give more infor-
mation from a single sample run. These combined individual
units still work as separate analysis tools in that a full run or
spectrum is taken for each unit, but the first unit can transfer
separated components of the sample to the next unit. Effec-
tively using multiple analytical instruments as a hyphenated
instrument allows analysis of a sample based on multiple
analytical principles with limited sample usage and instru-
ment run time.

The present invention relates to improving the ability of a
hyphenated instrument to analyze a sample benefiting from
having the first instrument’s analysis of the same sample. For
example, a fast switching mechanism can be used as the
interface between an ion mobility spectrometer (IMS) and a
mass spectrometer (MS) such that the IMS spectrum obtained
outside the vacuum chamber is converted into a timing dia-
gram that controls the vacuum inlet’s size dynamically during
analysis of a neutral and/or charged chemical and/or biologi-
cal species so that a smaller pumping system can be used.

Another object of the invention is to provide a method for
gaining ion mobility information from the same sample com-
ponent while the other information, such as, ion mass, is
measured using an mass spectrometer; the parallel operation
of'ion mobility spectrometer and mass spectrometer configu-
ration offers similar information as the prior art tandem ion
mobility mass spectrometer.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A device and/or program that may be used to control a
vacuum inlet’s size dynamically during analysis of a neutral
and/or charged chemical and/or biological species. With a
dynamically controlled vacuum inlet, only a smaller amount
of gas would be needed to be pumped for the analysis to be
conducted in the vacuum chamber; an ion mobility spectrom-
eter-mass spectrometer (IMS-MS) instrument can be con-
structed in a compact form when using a dynamically con-
trolling the vacuum inlet. As a non-limiting example, a
portable ion mobility spectrometer-mass spectrometer (IMS-
MS) instrument can be constructed in a compact form when
using a dynamically controlled vacuum inlet for the MS.

The simplified example of this device is shown below in
Scheme 1. In various embodiments, a signal detector outside
the vacuum chamber can be used to detect the arrival of the
sample ofinterest, and then use the detected signal to generate
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programs to control the vacuum inlet. In one embodiment, the
program(s) is used to control the timing for opening and
closing valves at the vacuum inlet. Scheme 2 below shows a
non-limiting example where the open valve timing is con-
trolled using the arrival peak timing in an IMS spectrum.

Not only the signal from an IMS, the valve timing can be
controlled by running other analytical and preparative sepa-
ration methods (in the gas or liquid phase) for given sample(s)
prior to the analysis in the vacuum system, such as mass
analysis. Many known instrumental methods can be used to
obtain sample arrival information and control the vacuum
valve timing for mass analysis, such instruments may include,
but not limited to, IMS with Faraday plate detector, gas chro-
matography (GC) with a FID detector, liquid chromatograph
(LC) and/or electrophoresis with a UV detector, and a variety
of'separation and/or detection methods and their combination
that could used before entering the vacuum chamber.

A parallel acquisition MS/IMS method is used to supple-
ment LC-MS and or MS data by using a synchronized
MS/IMS acquisition. By using an orthogonal technique to LC
isomers can be identified. One object of the invention is to
provide a method for gaining ion mobility information from
the same sample component while the other information,
such as, ion mass, is measured using an mass spectrometer;
the parallel operation of ion mobility spectrometer and mass
spectrometer configuration offers similar information as the
prior art tandem ion mobility mass spectrometer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing and other aspects, embodiments, and fea-
tures of the inventions can be more fully understood from the
following description in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings. In the drawings like reference characters generally
refer to like features and structural elements throughout the
various figures. The drawings are not necessarily to scale,
emphasis instead being placed upon illustrating the principles
of the inventions.

FIG. 1 shows a fast switching valve as the interface
between an IMS and a MS.

FIG. 2 shows an IMS spectrum obtained outside the
vacuum chamber being converted into a timing diagram.

FIG. 3 shows the timing of a switching valve for an IMS
spectrum in milliseconds.

FIG. 4 shows valve timings for targeted explosive chemi-
cals in an IMS spectrum.

FIG. 5 shows valve opening timing for the ion mobility
spectrum of TNT and RDX.

FIG. 6 shows an aperture constructed of a piezoelectric
material.

FIG. 7 shows 2 and 4 segmented metalized electrodes.

FIG. 8 shows the directions that the aperture may increase.

FIG. 9 shows an alternative embodiment of the vacuum
inlet that can be controlled by a mechanical arm.

FIG. 10A-B shows a configuration of a portable IMS-MS
system; 10A is the front view and 10B is the top view.

FIG. 11 shows the parts used to measure the mobility
outside the vacuum chamber.

FIG. 12 shows a pulsed inlet using a deformed elastomer.

FIG. 13 shows a pulsed inlet using a torsion seal.

FIG. 14 shows one embodiment of the invention where the
sample is introduced into the parallel IMS/MS system and is
optionally pre-separated

FIG. 15 shows mass spectral data acquired from a sample
containing two regioisomers.
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FIG. 16 shows the ion mobility spectrum from the same
sample that was run on the MS synchronously.

FIG. 17 shows a normalization chart where 12 different
molecules were tested to produce the chart.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF VARIOUS
EMBODIMENTS

The piezoelectric (or other suitable material) valve/inter-
face can be used to control the amount of ions entering a mass
spectrometer. The valve/interface open/close timing can be
controlled such that the valve/interface is open only when
ions are passing through the valve/interface instead of being
constantly open. The open valve timing can be controlled by
running a spectrum of the sample prior to mass analysis, such
as an IMS spectrum, but not limited to this instrument. Any
known instrument can be used to control the open valve
timing for mass analysis, such as: GC, IMS, L.C, CE, etc, but
not limited to only these. Current mass spectrometer systems
have the valve/interface constantly open. This invention
reduces the vacuum pumping requirement for the mass spec-
trometer. For example, if the vacuum system is open to the
atmospheric pressure for 20% of the time, then the vacuum
pump may only need to handle % of the load, therefore the
pumping system can be much smaller. This method is par-
ticularly meaningful for portable mass spectrometer applica-
tions.

The term ion mobility separator, and ion mobility spec-
trometer, and ion mobility based spectrometers are used inter-
changeably in this invention, often referred to as IMS, includ-
ing time-of-flight (TOF) IMS, differential mobility
spectrometers (DMS), field asymmetric ion mobility spec-
trometers (FAIMS) and their derived forms. A time of flight
ion mobility spectrometer and their derived forms refers to, in
its broadest sense, any ion mobility based separation device
that characterize ions based on their time of flight over a
defined distance. A FAIMS, a DMS, and their derived forms
separate ions based on their ion mobility characteristics under
high values of normalized electric field. The IMS systems
may operate in different drift media, such as gas and/or liquid,
in their pure or mixture forms. The operating pressure may
vary from low vacuum to a plurality of atmospheric pressures.

Unless otherwise specified in this document the term
“mass spectrometer” or MS is intended to mean any device or
instrument that measures the mass to charge ratio of a chemi-
cal/biological compounds that have been converted to an ion
or stores ions with the intention to determine the mass to
charge ratio at a later time. Examples of MS include, but are
not limited to: an ion trap mass spectrometer (ITMS), orbi-
trap, a time of flight mass spectrometer (TOFMS), and MS
with one or more quadrupole mass filters

The systems and methods of the present inventions may
make use of “drift tubes.” The term ““drift tube” is used herein
in accordance with the accepted meaning of that term in the
field of ion mobility spectrometry. A drift tube is a structure
containing a neutral gas through which ions are moved under
the influence of an electrical field. It is to be understood that
a “drift tube” does not need to be in the form of a tube or
cylinder. As understood in the art, a “drift tube” is not limited
to the circular or elliptical cross-sections found in a cylinder,
but can have any cross-sectional shape including, but not
limited to, square, rectangular, circular, elliptical, semi-cir-
cular, triangular, etc. In many cases, a drift tube is also
referred to the ion transportation and/or ion filter section of a
FAIMS or DMS device.

Neutral gas is often referred to as a carrier gas, drift gas,
buffer gas, etc. and these terms are considered interchange-
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able herein. The gas is at a pressure such that the mean free
path of the ion, or ions, of interest is less than the dimensions
of'the drift tube. That is the gas pressure is chosen for viscous
flow. Under conditions of viscous flow of a gas in a channel,
conditions are such that the mean free path is very small
compared with the transverse dimensions of the channel. At
these pressures the flow characteristics are determined
mainly by collisions between the gas molecules, i.e. the vis-
cosity of the gas. The flow may be laminar or turbulent. It is
preferred that the pressure in the drift tube is high enough that
ions will travel a negligible distance, relative to the longitu-
dinal length of the drift tube, therefore a steady-state ion
mobility is achieved. An IMS can be used at different pressure
conditions.

The present invention describes generating a timing pro-
gram using a first method; using the timing program to intel-
ligently control the open-close action of a vacuum inlet; ana-
lyzing a sample using a second method under vacuum
conditions. The present invention also describes the apparatus
being designed to realize these novel methods. The invention
allows conducting analysis of the sample of interest under
vacuum conditions with a reduced pumping capacity.
Enabling construction of a compact/portable analytical
instrument that requires vacuum operating conditions, such
as a mass spectrometer; furthermore, a portable IMS-MS
instrument is desirable.

Timing can be generated based on a theoretical calculation
of known samples, for example, the explosives of interest
have certain ion mobility, Ko, therefore the drift time of these
samples in a IMS under the given conditions are known. The
vacuum inlet can be programmed to open when these peaks
arrive after the IMS analysis.

In various embodiments of the above mentioned method
and apparatus, a known instrument and/or program can be
used to open and close the vacuum inlet according to a pre-
determined timing program. One embodiment is to use a
survey scan and/or pre-run to determine the arrival time of the
sample for the analysis under vacuum conditions. For
example, an IMS spectrum can be obtained prior to the analy-
sis under vacuum conditions, generating the timing program
based on the drift times of the analytes in IMS spectrum,
which only open the vacuum inlet when the analytes arrive at
the inlet. Similarly, the timing program can be generated
using other instruments such as: GC, LC, CE, etc, but not
limited to only these, to control the inlet to a vacuum. In
alternative embodiments, the timing program used to control
the vacuum inlet could be predetermined based on prior
knowledge of an instrument. For example, if the retention
time for Protein A and Protein B are known to be 4 and 6
minutes, respectively, under giving chromatographic condi-
tions, and then the timing program is set to open at the 4” and
6” minute with a width of for instance 30 second, depending
on the resolution of the chromatographic system.

Not only controlling the vacuum inlet, the timing program
can also be used to set the operational parameters for the mass
spectrometer. For example, when a quadrupole mass spec-
trometer is used, a table of m/z values and/or ranges that are
predicted according to the ion mobility and/or chromato-
graphic data obtained using the first method could be preload
to the mass spectrometer. Rapid and/or selective mass mea-
surement using a quadrupole mass spectrometer could be
achieved. For example, when an orthogonal TOF mass spec-
trometer is used, preferred orthogonal extraction timing could
be selected to maximize the sensitivity of compounds to be
measured using the TOF mass spectrometer. In one embodi-
ment, an ion mobility measurement is used as the first method
to generate the timing program and then setting the optimal
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mass spectrometer operational parameters according to ion
mobility peak identified on IMS; note that the IMS device
could be operated either ambient or low/high pressure condi-
tions. The timing program used to control a mass spectrom-
eter could be generated either on-the-fly or previous to mass
measurement offline.

A preferred embodiment for this invention is to control the
vacuum inlet open-close timing “on-the-fly”. The dynamic
control is realized by using a first instrument to detect arrival
of the sample, opening the vacuum inlet while the sample
arrives at the inlet, closing the inlet after allowing some of the
sample into the inlet; the opening and closing process may
repeat during the course of operating the system in order to
allow all sample of interest enters the vacuum with the
reduced size vacuum system. For example, using a LC with a
UV detector hyphenated with a MS, during the LC-MS opera-
tion, the UV detector can first detect the arrival of Protein A at
the end of the L.C column, and then send a control signal to the
intelligent vacuum inlet control module to open the inlet for
Protein A, as Protein A will take ‘X’ amount of time to be
transported from the UV detector to the vacuum inlet via
pumping the mobile phase; the vacuum inlet will open after
‘X’ delay.

In one embodiment of the on-the-fly control for the vacuum
inlet (or the mass spectrometer operational parameters), the
ion detector of the IMS that is in front of the mass spectrom-
eter can be positioned at a location that is away from the
vacuum inlet. At the ion detector at least some of the ions are
detected and the rest of the ions continuously traveling toward
the vacuum inlet of the mass spectrometer. The position of the
detector may be selected to give sufficient time for program-
ming the vacuum inlet or the mass spectrometer. For example,
if the ion detector locates at 2 cm from the vacuum inlet, under
an electric field condition 0of 300 V/cm, for ions with mobility
of 2.5 cm?/Vs, it will take 2.7 ms for these ions to reach the
vacuum inlet and this amount of time can be used to program
the vacuum inlet or the mass spectrometer. Consideration will
be given to maintain the resolution of the mobility separated
ions while transporting the ions (using electric field, air flow,
and/or other means) from the IMS detector to the mass spec-
trometer. The IMS detector can be any means to detect a
portion of the ions. A common IMS detector can be a Faraday
plate. The detector can be made in a shape of ring, bar, or any
other geometries where the ion beam aiming at the vacuum
inlet is not interfered.

In a variety of the IMS-MS embodiments, a quadrupole
mass spectrometer could be implemented by linking the mass
scan functions with the timing program of the ion mobility
based separation. A non-limiting example is to track the DC
and RF voltages that are used for the mass scan with the
timing program according to the mass-mobility correlation.
In this case, once a peak is detected on the ion mobility
detector in front of the mass analyzer (either outside or inside
the vacuum chamber), the DC and RF voltage (that deter-
mines the m/z of the ions that can pass through the analyzer)
will not need to change over a large range of voltage changes
(especially for the RF voltage), thus it minimizes the settling
time required for setting the mass analyzer to identify targeted
compounds. In this operation, the mass analyzer may “park”
on one or more m/z value for a short period for mass mea-
surement, and then resume tracking the timing program.
Tracking the mass analyzer setting with the time program
generated by the IMS will also prepare the MS to be ready to
scan a mass range correlated from the timing program.

In addition, the load of a vacuum system needs to be con-
trolled in a manner where the desired vacuum conditions can
be maintained. Even though it is ideal to control the vacuum
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inlet completely according to arrival time of the sample,
additional approaches need to be considered when the inlet
opening time is significant (it will overload a given vacuum
system). These approaches may include, but are not limited
to: (1) modulate the vacuum inlet: open and close the inlet at
a first frequency while no sample arrives; and then open and
close the inlet at a second frequency while sample arrives; in
general, the second frequency is substantially higher than the
first frequency. The frequency may be, but not limited, greater
then zero to MHz, particularly in tens of KHz, KHz, hundreds
of Hz, tens of Hz. (2) only open the vacuum inlet while
significant amount of sample arrives, for example, a threshold
value could be set in the said first method, signal greater than
the threshold will be use to generate the open timing. (3) limit
the number of sample to be analyzed under the vacuum con-
ditions.

In one embodiment, a piezoelectric vacuum inlet can be
used to control amount of gas and/or sample to be introduced
in to the vacuum. A simplified non-limiting example of this
instrument is shown in FIG. 1, where a piezoelectric valve
101 is used between an IMS instrument 103 and a MS instru-
ment 105.

The device to restrict the a gas/sample flow does not need
to be a piezoelectric valve, any means to control a vacuum
inlet size dynamically during analysis of a charged species
would be considered useful, such as; magnetic actuator,
piezoelectric actuator, mechanical actuator, but not limited to
these.

The system could be operated as: (1) IMS survey scan,
acquiring single or more spectra; (2) Identifying a peak of
interest by the peak’s: location, drift time, width, and height
to generate a timing diagram for controlling the size of the
vacuum inlet. A non-limiting example is shown in FIG. 2. In
this example, the open valve timing 202 is the same amount as
the peak timing in the IMS spectrum 205 generated by from a
detector outside the vacuum inlet.

An IMS spectrum 305 is taken has a total spectrum length
0120 ms. The detected peak locations are: 8, 10, 12 ms, with
a peak width of 0.2 ms. A timing program (diagram) 302 can
be processed to look like FIG. 3, such that the vacuum inlet
can be opened at 8, 10, 12 ms for a window width at least 0.2
ms. In this non-limiting case, the vacuum inlet only needs to
be open (0.2x3/20=0.03) 3% of the time. Therefore, in aver-
age only 3% of the pumping load is required for this non-
limiting example.

A non-limiting specific example of targeted chemicals to
be detected is shown in FIG. 4. Drift times in milliseconds for
the targeted chemicals are: NG=5.5, TNT=6, RDX=6.5,
PETN=8.5, and HMX=9.5 in the IMS spectrum 405. The
vacuum inlet will open at the indicated shaded timing areas in
the timing diagram 402. The opening timing is not based on
the survey scan and is therefore controlled dynamically. The
opening timing is preset according to the instrument applica-
tion purpose. For CWA detection, the opening timing can be
completely different from this non-limiting specific example.

Another non-limiting example is under a situation where
rapid open and closing of the inlet is required. Under this
situation, many ion mobility peaks need to be sampled in a
vacuum, the piezoelectric valve may not be able opened/
closed fast enough depending on how close are the adjacent
peaks (arrival time) of the sample components in a ion mobil-
ity based separation. In this case a wider window may be used
to cover several peaks, i.e. open vacuum for a longer period of
time. The duration of the open/closed valve is based on IMS
data obtained outside the vacuum chamber. An example of
this situation is shown in FIG. 4 for the TNT and RDX peaks,
where the timing program 402 has a wider opening widow for
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both peaks to enter the inlet. It is worth noting: when the
timing program is used to adjust the operational parameters
for a mass spectrometer, the mass spectrometer can be guided
either to “park” at the m/z for TNT and then “park™ at the m/z
for RDX, or scan a m/z range that covers the TNT and RDX
ions.

In a variety of embodiments, the above example illustrated
the basic operation of a mobility indexed mass analysis
(MIMA) method for the IMS-MS system. The MIMA opera-
tion method includes, but not limited to, using measured ion
mobility of a sample to control the mass spectrometer opera-
tion for the combined ion mobility-mass analysis involving,
introducing mobility separated sample components to a mass
spectrometer, adjusting necessary parameters of mass spec-
trometer systems and subsystems (e.g. ion guides for focus-
ing or storage, lens, analyzer, detector) to the optimized con-
ditions for the analysis of targeted sample components,
analyzing m/z of targeted sample components. The m/z of
targeted sample components can be predicted based the mass-
mobility correlations. Depending on the IMS-MS system
configuration and purpose, analyzing ion masses (m/z) may
include, but is not limited to, (1) setting the mass spectrometer
to analyze one or more n/z to confirm the ion mobility mea-
surement. The method is generally used in detection of tar-
geted compounds (such as in explosive detection) using a
scanning type of mass spectrometer, such as quadrupole, ion
trap, triple quadrupole, quadruple-time of flight MS, ion trap-
time of flight MS, etc. If the ion mobility spectrometer has
already detected a target compound, e.g. nitroglycerine (NG)
in a sample (FIG. 4), the mass spectrometer will be adjusted
to analyze the m/z that related to the NG in order to confirm
the IMS detection. In another example, if the measured ion
mobility corresponds to more than one m/z values of the
compounds of interest (based on the database of the com-
pounds of interest), then the MIMA method will guide the
mass spectrometer to analyze more than one m/z of the ion
mobility separated sample peak. (2) setting the mass spec-
trometer to scan over a mass range that is determined using
measured ion mobility based on the mass-mobility correla-
tion. This method is used for general purpose IMS-MS analy-
sis without considering a list of targeted compounds; it could
limit the mass range needed to be scanned and potentially
improve IMS-MS system duty cycle. In general, in a given
drift media, measured ion mobility (especially under low field
conditions) is directly correlated to the ion mass (nm/z), the
variation in the mass-mobility correction is related to the
structure of the ions. By knowing the possible masses and
structures corresponding to an ion mobility value (via either
empirical measurements or theoretical calculations), the
mass range that needs to be scanned for an ion mobility value
can be determined based on this known relationship. Besides
the mass range described above, the MIMA method can also
be used to control other parameters on the mass spectrometer,
these parameter may include, but are not limited to, mass scan
rate, mass resolution, mass calibration, DC and/or RF volt-
ages on the analyzer, ion energy, etc.

In one embodiment, with a given pumping power, the
amount of time for the inlet to open can be limited. A
approach can be taken by opening and closing the inlet at a
constant frequency independent from the IMS data or ion
mobility peak arrival time. The vacuum inlet can also be run
in a modulating mode with a constant frequency. In a non-
limiting example, if the opening pulse is narrower than the
IMS peak time (width), the IMS-MS can be operated at a
reduced pumping load.

The described IMS system can be used to enable portable
MS operation and can not only be used to control the MS
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8
pumping system (reducing the pumping requirement/load),
but also used to cleanup the samples by: (1) using a counter
current flow can remove all the neutral chemicals from a dirty
sample; (2) only having ions travel to the IMS-MS interface
under guidance of the electric field.

In a situation where rapid switching is required, such as
having many ion mobility peaks that need to be sampled in a
vacuum, the piezoelectric valve may not be opened-closed
fast enough. An intelligently placed duration of open-closed
timing, can be based on IMS data outside the vacuum cham-
ber, wherein a wider window may be used to cover several
peaks, i.e. open vacuum for a longer period of time.

With a given pumping power, the amount of time for the
inlet to open can be limited, so several approaches can be
taken: (1) Open and close at a high frequency independent
from IMS data or ion mobility peak arrival time. The vacuum
pump can have a fixed load. The frequency should be higher
(the IMS peak width narrower); (2) Open only when ion
mobility peaks arrive. In FIG. 5, if an IMS spectrum (either a
survey scan or on-the-fly IMS spectrum is used to guide the
valve) indicates ions only arrive from 4.5 to 9.8 ms, then the
vacuum window can be open from 4.5-9.8 ms for 5.3 ms and
closed at the other times. If the total sampling time is 19.8 ms,
the (5.3/19.8)=26.8% time for opening of the inlet could
reduce the total pumping power by this factor. Assuming the
vacuum pump load is not significant over 5.3 ms period to
overload it’s pumping capacity. In many cases, the ion mobil-
ity (timing) of the targeted compound is known, then the
vacuum inlet only needs to open for a very short period
allowing the targeted molecules to enter. In FIG. 5, assuming
the targeted compounds have a drift time from 8.6 to 9.8 ms,
a timing program can be used to adjust the inlet structure to
open 501 state at 8.6 ms and to close state at 9.8 ms. The
vacuum inlet is opened for 1.2 ms, i.e. (1.2/19.8)=6% time
opening during the operation. (3) The valve is guided by the
IMS signal obtained outside the vacuum chamber, or from the
MS detector inside the vacuum chamber. When the survey
scan data is used, a measuring is taken and an IMS spectrum
is obtained. Then, depending on the signal intensity and tim-
ing location, the vacuum valve could be programmed to open
for a period of time when ions arrive. Depending on the
control mechanism of the vacuum inlet, the control can be
done in real time if the valve can open and close fast enough.
In this case, the IMS spectrum obtained outside the vacuum
chamber is used to generate a timing diagram of valve open-
close timing. Depending on time (t) after detection outside
vacuum, the requirement of valve operating speed can vary.

An embodiment of the invention is the material and method
to control the opening-closing of the valve. This is an elec-
tronically actuated dynamic gas aperture. The aperture can be
changed in inner diameter by the application of an electric
current. FIG. 6 shows an aperture 601 constructed of a piezo-
electric material 602.

The body has metalized electrodes to facilitate the creation
of an electric field that causes the piezoelectric aperture body
to expand and therefore expand the diameter of the aperture.
There can be 2, or 4 shown in FIG. 7, or a plurality of
segmented metalized electrodes. Upon application of the
electric field the bulk body of the tube expands and thereby
the aperture ID 801 increases shown in FIG. 8.

FIG. 9 shows an alternative embodiment of the vacuum
inlet 903 that can be controlled by a mechanical arm that is
directed connected a fast moving driving component. The
driving component could be a piece of piezoelectric material.
A non-limiting configuration of piezoelectric controlled
vacuum inlet has a mechanical arm 908 that has a surface on
one end that can seal against the vacuum inlet body at closed
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inlet position and is connected the piezoelectric material on
the other end. The piezoelectric material controls the move-
ment along the moving direction 912 to open 910 and close
911 the inlet. The vacuum inlet could be a pinhole, capillary
or other narrow opening configurations that separates an
ambient pressure chamber 901 from a vacuum chamber 902.
One end of the arm could be polished to form a vacuum seal
against the inlet body. An alternative configuration is to posi-
tion the arm outside the vacuum chamber; similar movement
could be achieved using similar control mechanism.

FIG. 12 shows an alternative embodiment of a pulsed inlet
that can be controlled by using a deforming, compressing
and/or expanding, elastomer. A piezoelectric disk actuator
1205 controls the opening and closing of the inlet by com-
pressing the elastomer structure (a ring) 1204 with the actua-
tor center ring 1202. The elastomer can be made conductive.
The conductive elastomer ring 1204 is set into a retaining
depression in the vacuum inlet flange body 1203. The inlet is
shown open 1200 and closed 1201.

FIG. 13 shows an alternative embodiment of the pulsed
inlet using a torsion seal. A rotating and/or translating disk
1304 rotates or translates 1303 to close the conductive elas-
tomer inlet 1305. The inlet can be open 1300, rotationally
closed 1301, or translationally closed 1302. The conductive
elastomer inlet 1305 is set into a retaining depression in the
vacuum inlet flange body 1306.

For configuration of a portable IMS-MS system, the size of
vacuum chamber should be maximized, thus the vacuum
chamber could be constructed as the body the instrument.
FIG. 10A-B shows a non-limiting example of the configura-
tion, where the IMS device 1001 is surrounded by vacuum
chamber 1002 to achieve maximum size and protection layer
of the sensitive instrument. FIG. 10B shows the top view
whereby the mass analyzer 1003 is seen. In addition, gas
trapping materials with a high surface area, such as molecular
sieves and/or zeolites, can also be used to absorb gases tem-
porarily in order to maintain the operating vacuum condition
for the mass spectrometer. Such materials could be placed in
the routes of the flow path, pumping lines, and/or adjacent to
other pressure sensitivity components in the vacuum cham-
ber.

Unless otherwise specified in this document the term
“vacuum inlet” is intended to mean an interface with the
pressure are different on both sides, e.g. one said is substan-
tially ambient pressure and the other side is substantially
below ambient pressure; or one side is at a reduced pressure,
e.g. 10 torrs, and the other side is at even lower pressure, e.g.
millitorrs. In many embodiments illustrated in this invent, the
vacuum inlet is used while transporting sample (ions) from
relative high pressure to low pressure, however, the same
vacuum inlet can also be used to transport samples from low
pressure to high pressure. A non-limiting example would be
transporting ions from a mass spectrometer to an IMS or flow
tube.

Unless otherwise specified in this document the term
“ambient pressure” is intended to mean a pressure that is
substantially close to atmospheric pressure; the measurement
is analysis of the physical and/or chemical properties, which
may include analyze samples on the flight or by collecting
samples and analyze off-line.

For IMS-MS analysis, ion mobility is preferably measured
outside the vacuum chamber (under uniform pressure condi-
tions) for better mobility resolution and increased accuracy.
FIG. 11 schematically illustrates using measured mobility
outside the vacuum chamber to, for example, correct mobility
measured inside the vacuum chamber with a MS. With com-
mon MS design, additional drift time is added to the mobility
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measurement when using MS as a detector; ions have traveled
through a pressure gradient in the IMS-MS interface and low
vacuum ion optics where additional collision occurs. With the
IMS-MS system shown in FIG. 11, a control and data acqui-
sition module located on a computer 1115; Signals 1117
communicated to the ion mobility separator 1101 control the
first gate 1103 and second gate 1105 of the ion mobility
separator, at least a portion of the ions are allowed to enter the
ion mobility separator and then allowed to pass through the
second gate 1105. Drift time (or mobility) of ions are first
measured at the ion detector/collector 1107; the measured ion
signal is processed with preamp 1113 and the data acquisition
modules on the computer 1115; after a portion of the ions
travel through the IMS-MS interface, and then are mass sepa-
rated in MS 1109 and detected on the MS ion detector 1110.
The measured ion signal is then processed with preamp 1111
and the data acquisition modules. Ion mobility spectra gen-
erated at ion detectors 1107 and 1110 are processed by the
data acquisition module and mobility correction can be made
for each individual ion based on their mobility measured
outside the vacuum chamber. In various embodiments, a soft-
ware module can be used to realize such correction/calibra-
tion. This procedure is preferred when using an ion collector/
detector outside the vacuum chamber for sample collection
and MS for ion monitoring and identification. The example of
a data acquisition scheme for an IMS-MS systems shown
above can beused forion collection. Ion Gate 1 and Gate 2 are
designed to select an ion of interest and to deposit such on the
sample collector, or to direct into a mass spectrometer for
further analysis or both. Ion mobility spectrometer and mass
spectrometer data can be generated through two separate
channels and correlated in the data acquisition software.

In various embodiments, the ion detector 1107 used to
measure ion mobility outside the vacuum chamber, could also
be used as an ion collector that collects at least a portion of the
samples for further analysis or other use. In various opera-
tional modes of the IMS-MS device, selected ions may be
allowed to pass the second ion gate 1105. As a large portion of
the selected ions are collected on the ion collector 1107, a
small portion of the selected ions may be detected by the MS
to identify their mobilities and mass to charge ratio. Similarly,
when an field asymmetric ion mobility spectrometer is used
as an ion mobility separator, selected ions are allowed to pass
through the IMS and detected either on the ion detection/
collection plates or a MS located in the vicinity of the detec-
tion plates, the rest of the ions are collected at different loca-
tion of the full profile ion collection plate. In various
embodiments, the instrument operating parameters, e.g. com-
pensation voltage and RF frequency, may be used to correlate
the location of ions collected on the full profile ion collection
plate and ions detected by the MS or ion detection plates.

If the drift time measured outside the vacuum chamber is
t,,. and the m/z data is acquired at t,, ;, then the measured m/z
data can be correlated to the mobility data by the factor of a
delay time in the interface for each individual ions.

The method for operating an ion mobility separator and a
mass spectrometer may include: (a) measuring ion mobility
of an analyte component using an ion detector/collector at the
end of the ion mobility separator; (b) measuring ion mobility
and mass to charge ratio using an ion detector of mass spec-
trometer; (c) correlating the ion mobility data obtained from
mass spectrometer with the ion mobility data from the ion
mobility separator. The ions collected on the ion collector at
the end of the IMS are mass identified using the correlated ion
mobility data.

The IMS-MS instrument of the present inventions can be
operated, in various embodiments, as a combined preparative
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or analytical chiral separation and sample recovery system.
For example, with segmented or un-segmented Faraday col-
lection plates mounted in the front of MS, a majority of the
sample separated by the IMS can be collected on the Faraday
plate(s) under high pressure conditions and a small portion of
the mobility separated sample can be transported through an
interface to the MS. The collection plate can have an opening
that matches the geometry of the IMS-MS interface design.
The MS can be used as an online monitoring device for what
is collected on the collection plate. Selective collection on this
plate can be achieved by using asymmetric IMS as an ion
filter, by adding a second ion gate for a symmetric IMS, or
both. For example, ions with one mobility property (to the
best resolution of a given device) are collected on a plate, and
used for preparative, analytical purposes, or both. Further-
more, if a transverse electric field at the interface for MS is
used; multiple stage ion mobility based separation can be
achieved according to ions symmetric or asymmetric ion
mobility properties. In various embodiments, this tandem ion
mobility separation can produce high mobility separation
efficiency.

In various embodiments, a method for operating an instru-
ment comprising: conducting a first measurement using a first
instrument; generating a timing program based on the sample
arrival time determined by the first measurement; adjusting a
vacuum inlet configuration using the timing program; and
conducting a second measurement using a second instrument.
In on embodiment, the first instrument is an ion mobility
spectrometer and the second instrument is a mass spectrom-
eter. Alternatively, the first and second instrument can be any
analytical instruments that are compatible and can be used as
hyphenated instrument. The first instrument and the second
instrument can be the same. The timing program generated
using the first measurement can be obtained either on-the-fly
or offline during method development time.

Invarious embodiments, a apparatus of an instrument com-
prising: a first instrument that is used to conduct a first mea-
surement; using the first measurement result that reflects the
sample arrival time to generate a timing program; a vacuum
inlet is open and/or closed based on the timing program, and
a second instrument operated under vacuum conditions is
used to conduct a second measurement, where the first and
second instrument can be either ion mobility spectrometer or
mass spectrometer.

In various embodiments, a method for operating an instru-
ment comprising: conducting an first measurement using a
first method; generating an timing program based on the
sample arrival time determined by the first measurement;
adjusting operational parameters of a second method using
the timing program; and conducting an second measurement
using the second method.

The central challenge of analytical chemistry is rapid and
accurate identification and quantitation of all components of
complex mixtures. This has typically been achieved using
mass spectrometric (MS) tools that offer exceptional sensi-
tivity, specificity, and dynamic range. However, even with the
formidable power of modern MS, many isomers are not dis-
tinguished from one another since their masses are the same.
Most real-world samples require prior separations such as
liquid chromatography (L.C). LC techniques typically sepa-
rate based on the polar properties of the molecule, therefore
isomers can be challenging to separate if they have the same
functional groups. However, ion mobility spectrometers
(IMS) are very effective at separating isomers because they
separate molecules based on their shape and size. [somers are
typically different by their connectivity which changes their
overall shape. There are many different types of isomers.
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Isomers are compounds with the same molecular formula
but different structural formulas. Isomerism is frequently
encountered in organic compounds, although there are some
inorganic compounds which exhibit isomerism. In general, if
two different compounds with different chemical and/or
physical properties have the same molecular formula, then
they are said to exhibit isomerism and to be isomers of one
another. There are two general types of isomers: (1) consti-
tutional isomers and (2) stereoisomers. Constitutional iso-
mers (Structural) are molecules that have the same molecular
formula but different spatial arrangement of atoms. There are
three main types of constitutional isomers: skeletal, posi-
tional (regioisomers), and functional group. Skeletal isomers
occur when the skeletons or structural backbones are different
but posses the same functional group(s) and belong to the
same homologous series. An example would be fructose and
glucose. Positional (regioisomers) isomers occur when the
structural backbone is the same but the attachment of a sub-
stituent or functional group is at a different site. Functional
group isomers occur when atoms are arranged so as to give
different functional groups, thus belonging to a different
homologous series. An example is an acid versus a cyclic
ester, an alcohol versus ether, or an imine versus a secondary
amine. Another kind of constitutional isomers are topoiso-
mers. Topoisomers are molecules with the same chemical
formula and stereochemical bond connectivities but different
topologies. Stereoisomers (spatial isomers) include: enanti-
omers, diastereomers, cis-trans isomers, conformers, rotam-
ers, and atropisomers. Atropisomers are stereoisomers result-
ing from hindered rotation about single bonds were the steric
strain barrier to rotation is high enough to allow for the
isolation of the compounds.

Tandem IMS-MS instruments have been successfully used
to pre-separate isomers of a sample prior to analysis with the
MS. It is the object of this invention to provide a new method
to gain ion mobility information from the same sample com-
ponent while the ion mass is measured using an mass spec-
trometer in a parallel acquisition. The method could be used
for identifying isomers and molecules using ion mobility
information in combination to the mass measurement without
altering the performance of an existing mass spectrometer.

In various embodiments, a method for characterizing a
sample component in a sample flow comprise: splitting the
sample flow; directing some of the sample flow to a mass
analyzer (MS) for ion mass measurement; directing some of
the sample flow to an ion mobility based separator (IMS) for
ion mobility measurement; creating a timing index based on
the arrival time of the sample flow components; acquiring
and/or displaying the ion mass data of the sample flow com-
ponent using the mass analyzer and the ion mobility data
using the ion mobility based separator according to the timing
index; characterizing the sample component in the sample
flow using the ion mass and ion mobility data.

The analyte sample components are carried to an analytical
instrument by a sample flow, which could be gas, liquid, or
supercritical fluid, etc., the sample flow can be divided into
flow components that are to be analyzed for characterizing the
consistency of the sample components. The flow rate can be
used to control/alter the timing of flow components arriving at
the analytical instrument. The analytical instrument could be,
but not limited to, IMS, MS, conductivity detector, UV detec-
tor, diode-array detector, etc. In the applications, a timing
index is created based on the timing of each flow component’s
arrival at one or more analytical instrument; the timing index
may have a resolution from microsecond to minutes. Resolu-
tion of the timing index is determined based on the flow
component’s arrival time and analytical resolution required to
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characterize the flow components. The resolution could be
preset by the user, or dynamically determined based on one of
the analytical instruments that will be used to characterize the
flow components.

In a non-limiting example, when chromatography is used
to pre-separate the sample components into different flow
components based on their chromatographic properties, the
resolution of the chromatography could be used as areference
to determine the timing index resolution. As such, if a chro-
matographic peak has a width of X seconds, and Y numbers of
data points are measured using the analytical instruments, the
index may have resolution at least (Y/X) points/second. How-
ever, the timing index is independent from whether chroma-
tography could generate a peak or capable of separating the
sample components from each other, therefore it is rather
determined by the timing for each flow component (that may
contain more than one sample component(s)) arriving at the
analytical instrument(s) (detectors).

Each of the analytical instruments may have its own data
acquisition rate, however, it is essential that the timing index
have a resolution that is equal or an integer times less than the
analytical instruments acquisition rate. Therefore, the data
from the slower acquisition instrument could be synchro-
nized to the faster acquisition instrument. For example, if the
acquisition rate for a mass spectrometer (first analytical
instrument) is at 0.1 second/mass scan on a flow component,
timing index should have a resolution of <0.1, e.g. 0.01 sec-
ond/data point. While the ion mobility based spectrometer
(second analytical instrument) may be operated at an acqui-
sition rate of 0.02 second/ion mobility scan. Therefore, the
flow components could be characterized by synchronizing 1
mass scan(s) and 5 ion mobility scan(s) based on the timing
index. Assuming a UV detector (third analytical instrument)
also acquired data at a rate that is equal or greater than the
timing index resolution, each flow component is therefore
analyzed using three analytical instruments independently,
but the data are synchronized based on the timing index. Note
that a flow component can be understood as dividing the
sample flow into small segments based on the timing index
resolution in the number of segments/second.

In an alternative embodiment, one sample component in
the sample flow could be used as a calibrant, so arrival time of
the sample component at the analytical instruments can be
used to synchronize the acquired data by each analytical
instrument. The calibrant can be intentionally added to the
sample flow or as one of the sample components that can be
identified by analytical instruments.

Depending on the required calibration method, more than
one calibrant could be added or selected for synchronization
accuracy and resolution needs. The normalization between
the mass spectral data and that of the ion mobility data can be
accomplished by using a timing index and/or a calibrant.

In various embodiments, a method for identifying compo-
nents of a sample in mass measurement (spectral) data com-
prises: splitting a sample flow into a mass analyzer (MS) and
an ion mobility based separator (IMS) for independent par-
allel ion mass and ion mobility analysis; acquiring mass spec-
tral data of the sample using the mass analyzer (MS) while
synchronously acquiring ion mobility data using the ion
mobility based separator (IMS); performing a normalization
between corresponding peaks of the mass spectral data and
that of the peaks in the ion mobility data; and displaying
which ion mobility peaks correspond to the mass spectra
peaks. The normalization is accomplished by using a timing
index and/or a calibrant. The timing index is created based on
the timing of each flow component’s arrival at one or more
analytical instrument which can be, but not limited to: IMS,
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MS, conductivity detector, UV detector, diode-array or a
detector. The calibrant is added to the sample flow or as one of
the components of the sample. The method can also havea L.C
separation prior to splitting the sample flow into the mass
analyzer and the ion mobility based separator. In this case the
timing index is created based on the components of the sam-
ple’s chromatography properties whereby the resolution
obtained using the L.C separation is used as a reference to
determine the timing index resolution. The components of the
sample in the sample flow can be isomers. These isomers can
be constitutional and/or stereoisomers. The constitutional
isomers can be; but are not limited to: skeletal isomers, regioi-
somers, functional group isomers, and topoisomers. The ste-
reoisomers can be; but are not limited to: diastereomers,
enantiomers, cis-trans isomers, conformers, rotamers, and
atropisomers.

As a non-limiting example, FIG. 14 shows one embodi-
ment of the invention where the sample is introduced into the
parallel IMS/MS platform 1401 and is optionally pre-sepa-
rated before splitting the sample into the MS 1407 and IMS
1409 using an L.C 1403 for cases where complex mixtures
need to be pre-separated in order to obtain useful MS spectral
data. The sample flow is directed into the MS analyzer (MS)
1407, the ion mobility based separator (IMS) 1409 and
optionally to waste or a collection vessel 1411 using a flow
splitter 1405. The MS and IMS are run in parallel so that both
instruments are synchronously acquiring data at the same
time using the same sample through two independent data
acquisition software modules 1413 and 1415. In this method
the IMS 1409 provides supplementary information to the MS
1407 instrument. The IMS 1409 and the data acquired from
the IMS data acquisition 1415 does not necessarily have to be
used. The IMS 1409 is an independent orthogonal method
which can provide additional information to an existing MS
or LC-MS instrument. In some situations (not shown), the
software module 1413 for the MS may also be able to control
the IMS 1409. When the IMS 1409 is used, the real time data
processing 1417 module is used to normalize the peaks and
masses acquired by the data acquisition software modules
1415 and 1413. The ion mobility peaks that correspond to the
masses identified by the MS 1407 are then displayed with a
post processing module 1419.

FIG. 15 shows mass spectral data acquired from a sample
containing two regioisomers. The spectrum shows two dis-
tinct peaks; 1501 with a m/z of 483 and 1503 with a m/z of
212. FIG. 16 shows the ion mobility spectrum from the same
sample that was run on the MS synchronously. The IMS
spectrum shows two distinct peaks; 1601 at 15 milliseconds
and 1603 at 12 milliseconds. In addition, peak 1601 is split
into two peaks. By normalizing the drift time of the ion
mobility peaks, an approximate m/z can be calculated. This is
done by using a 2 dimensional chart where IMS drift time in
milliseconds is on the y-axis and molecular weight is on the
x-axis. FIG. 17 shows a normalization chart where 12 differ-
ent molecules were tested to produce the chart. Using the drift
time of 15 milliseconds which peak 1601 had displayed indi-
cates a molecular weight in the 480 to 500 range. This iden-
tifies mass spectrum peak of 1501 as the corresponding peak
in the IMS as 1601. Since IMS peak 1601 is split into two
peaks, this would indicate that the mass spectrum peak of
1501 are isomers, which were not discernable by the MS
alone. Using the drift time of 12 milliseconds which peak
1603 had displayed indicates a molecular weight in the 300 to
350 range. This identifies mass spectrum peak of 1503 as the
corresponding peak in the IMS as 1603.

In one embodiment of the parallel IMS and MS measure-
ment method. A sample flow is split and delivered to an IMS
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and a MS in parallel; measuring ion masses at an acquisition
rate of r1 mass scans/second; measuring ion mobilities at an
acquisition rate of r2 ion mobility scans/second; synchroniz-
ing the ion mass measurement and the ion mobility measure-
ment based on a known timing. The known timing could be
the arrival times of a calibrant or a known sample component
to the IMS and the MS; the known timing could be start and/or
stop time of delivering the sample flow.

In general, the same approach could be used to measure
other properties of a sample component based on other sepa-
ration methods (such as, but not limited to, HPL.C, SFC, GC,
ion chromatography) and analytical instruments (such as, but
not limited to, UV, conductivity detector, Florescent detector,
MS, IMS).

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus for identifying components in a sample
comprising:

a sample flow that is split into a mass analyzer and an ion
mobility based separator for parallel ion mass and ion
mobility analysis;

wherein mass spectral data of the sample is acquired using
the mass analyzer while substantially synchronously
acquiring ion mobility data using the ion mobility based
separator; and

wherein software modules are configured for normaliza-
tion between mass spectral data and ion mobility data.

2. The apparatus in claim 1, wherein the normalization is
accomplished by using a timing index and/or a calibrant.

3. The apparatus in claim 2, wherein the timing index is
created based on the timing of each flow component’s arrival
at one or more analytical instrument.
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4. The apparatus in claim 3, wherein the analytical instru-
ment can be, but not limited to: IMS, MS, conductivity detec-
tor, UV detector, diode-array or a detector.

5. The apparatus in claim 1, further comprises a separation
method prior to splitting the sample flow into the mass ana-
lyzer and the ion mobility based separator.

6. The apparatus in claim 5, wherein the separation method
is chromatograph, including GC, HPLC, or SFC.

7. The apparatus in claim 2, wherein the timing index is
created based on the components of the sample’s chromatog-
raphy properties whereby the resolution obtained using the
LC separation is used as a reference to determine the timing
index resolution.

8. The apparatus in claim 2, wherein the calibrant is added
to the sample flow or as one of the components of the sample.

9. The apparatus in claim 1, wherein the software modules
is used to control the ion mobility based separator.

10. The apparatus in claim 1, wherein the sample flow
comprises isomers.

11. The apparatus in claim 10, wherein the isomers are
constitutional isomers.

12. The apparatus in claim 11, wherein the constitutional
isomers is skeletal isomers, regioisomers, functional group
isomers, or topoisomers.

13. The apparatus in claim 10, wherein the isomers are
stereoisomers.

14. The apparatus in claim 13, wherein the stereoisomers
are diastereomers, enantiomers, cis-trans isomers, conform-
ers, rotamers, or atropisomers.
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